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DID YOU KNOW KAGURA? |

“Where the arts of the gods breathe life
into daily living,Journeying through the crossroads of culture”

January 21-22, 2026

e e T iy,

o, Spend Your

End Location Main Content

B,V
ow t
S i

Nearthe Shinkansen  Staff will be waiting foryou with
ticket gates atJR stickers for the [KAGURA &
Hiroshima Station KYOGENTOURI .

Hiroshima Station
North Exit 1st Floor Departure by minibus
Bus Terminal
11:50 Roadside Station Mai ReSTeoom Brenk
Center
12:45 Mibu Castle Ruins You can see the entire town ata
glance

Lunch: Henpoko Tea Menu featuring local ingredients

14:00

House Homemade mochi and other items
January 21 Geihoku Folk
(weD) 14:45 | FoomMnEALs DiscoverLife in Kitahiroshima Town

Preservation and
Transmission Center

16:30 Arita Hachiman Visiting the shrine grounds, Kagura

& Shrine mask painting experience

Dinner (Tatsumori /

19:30 Interaction with Menu featuring local ingredients

Locals)

Arita Hachiman Kagura Performance. Scheduled
22:00 Shrine Programs: ‘Descent of the Gods’,
‘Yamata no Orochi’

22:15 Hiroshima Kita Hotel ~ Stay

nuary Roadside Station Mai  After purchasing souvenirs, we will
09:45 10:30
(THU) Center disband

3 Please note that this itinerary may be subject to change due to road conditions, weather, or other circumstances in
various locations.
3We will travel by minibus for the entire journey. (Taxis will be used for some sections.)

Kitahiroshima Town (formerly Chiyoda Town) is
located in the northwestern part of Hiroshima

Prefecture,a town blessed with abundant nature

along the Kono River.It also serves as a cultural 9 %
crossroads where the Sanyo and Sanin regions AR
EBRLR A
meet,connecting Kansai and Kyushu via BBAL I BT
expressways.Folk arts such as Hanadaue rice
planting, Hanagasa dance, and Kagura are actively
preserved and passed down,and the town has
flourished since ancient times primarily through
agriculture.
Kitahiroshima: A cultural crossroads connecting
9 D .
San’in and San’yo, Kansai and Kyushu
Access
EBTHRHSE )
BT 1! \ S
| AR s14 8307 |
WA S 5305
oo y
0\1 s ELr5¥ 28503045 §
AFENREARTY.

DID YOU KNOW KAGURA? J

That question will plant a quiet seed of curiosity deep within your heart.

If you feel you are losing sight of what truly matters amidst the clamor of modern
society.

If you are swept up in busyness, on the verge of forgetting gratitude for your

family and yourself.

If you are searching for universal meaning to serve as your life’s compass in
these uncertain times.

Welcome to Kitahiroshima Town, Hiroshima Prefecture.

Here, deep within Japan’'s mountains, ancient deities still breathe.And the living
tradition story, preserved for centuries by Arita Hachiman Shrine and the Arita
Kagura Troupe rooted in this land,still breathes here.

Why do they continue to pass down this kagura?What meaning and wishes are
woven into their dance?This story is not merely a travelogue.It will become a
journey of discovery,one that deeply questions your heart and helps yougfiad.ne
“hints for living.”

[ Are you ready to touch the soul of
™ an unknown Japan?

o L TR N |
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Arita Hachiman Shrine

N Can you imagine where this place is located on a map of Japan?
The rice paddies stretching out before you. and this view that
extends far into the distance. Think about where this land, which

has cherished the culture of rice cultivation since ancient times,
might be situated in Japan. The ruins of Mibu Castle are the
remains of a mountain castle built by the Mibu clan, vassals of
the Mori clan, during the Warring States period. It is an
important historical site that tells the story of Kitahiroshima
Town' s history.

Lunch: Henpoko Tea House

This is Henpoko Chaya, nestled in a small mountain
village. Originally arice farm, this teahouse now serves
dishes made with local ingredients in this nature-
surrounded setting. What ingredients do vou think we
use? Dishes made with local ingredients at the foot of
the famous “Water of Revival.” Why not savor your meal
at your leisure while gazing at the expansive view
before you?

In this region, various folk performing arts are held
throughout the four seasons. Can you imagine what kind of
farming work takes place each season and what performing arts
developed in response? On the first floor, we introduce
seasonal folk performing arts and the tools of rural life
that underpin them, following the flow of farming work
through spring, summer, autumn. and winter. The second floor
displays part of the collection gathered by Hisato Shindo. a

researcher of Geihoku region folklore, offering a different
perspective on rural life.

Nestled within the rich natural surroundings of
Kitahiroshima Town. Arita Hachiman Shrine features
towering cedar trees over several hundred vears old within
its grounds. creating a sacred atmosphere. The shrine
buildings are adorned with intricate carvings, making them
well worth seeing. In autumn, the annual festival is held.
sometimes featuring offerings of local traditional
performing arts and kagura. Why not experience the
culture cherished by the community at this place where
history. nature, and faith come together?

This is a cozy, homey restaurant beloved by
locals. Run by a friendly owner and frequented
by regulars, it offers a glimpse into everyday
Llife in Kitahiroshima Town. Even strangers feel
welcomed Like family here. Why not share your
cherished outlook on life and your innermost
thoughts with the locals over a glass of
delicious local sake?

8./ PR, [ Coon e Ty

Located right next to the Chivoda Interchange on the Chugoku Exoressway. this is the gateway to
Kitahiroshima Town.The spacious facility features a restaurant using local ingredients and a
specialty goods sales corner, offering regional products like Kagura goods and local sake. And here
stands a large drum symbolizing Kitahiroshima Town. Why not come and feel the thoughts and
culture of the residents embodied within this drum?

Geihoku Kagura is a form of kagura that incorporates myths and
legends into dances performed to give thanks for the autumn harvest.
It combines the “old dances” transmitted from the Iwami region in
western Shimane Prefecture throushout Yamagata District with the
“new dances” transmitted from the Iwami region via Takata District
after the war. These converged in eastern Kitahiroshima Town and are
passed down as the region’s folk performing art. The Geihoku region,
encompassing Yamagata District, Akitakata City, and surrounding areas,
is particularly renowned as a thriving center for kagura. The Arida
Kagura Troupe, centered around Arida Hachiman Shrine, strives daily
under the motto of preserving tradition while embracing new

chal lenges.

Program Overview ® Summoning the Gods

The ritual dance performed at the beginning of

kagura is a crucial piece for welcoming the
deity from the shrine hall. To the solemn
sounds of flutes and drums, the dancers
perform sacred movements to bring down the
deity, filling the stage with pure air. In Geihoku
Kagura, it preserves the ancient, dignified style
and is positioned as the symbolic dance
announcing the start of the kagura.

Program Summary: @ Yamata no Orochi

Yamata no Orochi is a grand performance
representing Geihoku Kagura. depicting the battle
between the eight-headed serpent and the hero

Susanoo-no-Mikoto. The stage features dramatic
effects like smoke and tightrope walking, and the
Arita Kagura Troupe has preserved the ancient
movements passed down since the Edo
period.Designated as a Prefectural Intangible Folk
Cultural Property. it is highly regarded as a
masterful art form that overwhelms audiences.
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About Yamaguchi City

Yamaguchi City is located almost at the center of Yamaguchi Prefecture, a
city where rich nature and historical culture harmonize.Did you know that
this city of Yamaguchi was once called the “Western Kyoto” during the
Muromachi period, and that its streetscapes and temples, deeply influenced
by Kyoto culture, still thrive today? Scattered throughout are scenic spots
that soothe the soul, such as renowned temples like Doshunji, the
Ichinosakagawa River where you can enjoy the charm of each season, and

KYOGEN’ s BATON Yuda Onsen.
DID YOU KNow KYOGEN? % % Where ancient wisdom meets modern vitality, Yamaguchi City is also a

captivating cultural hub where you can experience the traditional performing
art of Kyogen. Let’s set out on a journey to discover the charm of Yamaguchi
City and delve deeper into its culture.

Kyogen: A Tradition Spanning Over 600 Years
“Passing the Baton of Regional Charm and Cultural Heritage™

A Journey to Experience Kyogen, a Tradition Spanning Over 600 Years
“The Baton of Regional Charm and Cultural Heritage™

January 22-23, 2026

WGV ST R S ————
w to.Spend Your Trip_ 3
Start End Location Main Content

Lunch: Original
12:30 13:30 Kawara Soba Takase
(Ryuan Restaurant)

Yamaguchi Specialty Dish:
“Kawara Soba”

Met up with the kyogen
performers. Watched the kyogen

14:00 15:15 Toshunji Temple D iomnanes Sehediled Py

'Oni-gawara’
Scenic Spots Visited ~ We'll stroll around the
15:30 16:00 with Kyogen surrounding areas, including
Eedanneis lchinosakaeavie: “Kawara Soba"?Sizzling buckwheat noodles are served piping hot on a ceramic tile,
i guchi Facilities for the preservation of : ; 7 "
16:00 16:30 Hometown Heritage  Yamaguchi's cultural heritage topped with beef, shredded omelet, nori seaweed, grated daikon radish, lemon,
Center and natural environment and more—a vibrant feast for the eyes.Experience the unique look and the
The culture centered around distinctive texture created by the hot tile. Why not savor this Yamaguchi specialty,

Yamaguchi during the
Muromachi period is known as
the Ouchi culture. We will visit
the ancestral temple of the

Ryufuku-ji Temple, Kawara Soba, with its special dipping sauce?
16:30 17:30 pond-and-garden

landscape, etc. shunji Temple / Kyogen Performance

Ouchi clan.
Italian Restaurant Interaction with Kyogen The mountain gate of this historic temple in Yamaguchi City,
R Y Be’chee’ performers and local residents known as the ancestral temple of Mori Motonari and
Yamaguchi Yuda 3 designated a National Important Cultural Property, is a four-
20:00 8 Stay

Onsen legged gate from the Muromachi period. The demon-faced

Experience touching costumes roof tiles adorning its gabled roof convey the powerful stvle

09:30 10:00 Toshunji Temple and masks

of Zen architecture from that era.Here at Doshunji Temple is
housed the portrait painting “Portrait of Shégaku Teiko on Silk
with Colored Pigments,” designated as a Tangible Cultural
Property of Yamaguchi Prefecture.

Experience vocal techniques and
10:00 12:00 Kyogen Performance movements under the guidance
January 23 ) . & Kyogen Experience  of performers of improvised
(FRI) plays and kyogen

Yamaguchi Sagi-ryu Kyogen, a traditional performing
art passed down in Yamaguchi Prefecture.The Sagi-rya
12:00 14:30 JRHiroshima Station Disperse atJR Hiroshima Station Kybgen tradition of Yamaguchi traces its lineage to
the kyogen performed by the Chosht domain. Sagirya,
along with Okura-rya and Izumi-rya, formed the three
major schools of kydaen. However, it rapidly declined
#Please note that this itinerary may be subject to change due to road conditions, weather. or
other circumstances in various locations. he head family in Meiii 28 (1895), th 3
“We will travel by minibus for the entire journey. thehead family inMelil 28,{1895), there was no
successor to carry on the tradition, leading to the

after the Meiji Restoration. Following the extinction of

school’s extinction. Miraculously, this lineage of

Sagirya has been preserved here in Yamaguchi.
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A holder of Yamaguchi Prefecture’s Designated Intangible Cultural Property, *Sagirya
Kyogen."He joined the Yamaguchi Sagirya Kyogen Preservation Society at age 3 and
made his stage debut at age 7, boasting a 40-year career. He studied Noh at Tokyo
University of the Arts' Department of Traditional Japanese Music and received the
Prefectural Arts and Culture Promotion Encouragement Award in 2016.Saairya Kyogen
lost its headmaster during the Meiji period. Since then. it has been passed down by
dedicated enthusiasts and was designated a Prefectural Intangible Cultural Property in
1967.

inosaka River

Ichinosakagawa River is the heart of the charming town of Yamaguchi. In
spring, admire cherry blossoms and azaleas: in early summer, witness the
Genii fireflies. Enjoy the seasonal sights throughout the vear. Why not take

a leisurely stroll along the river with a kyogen performer?

Hometown Heritage Center

This facility offers hands-on learning experiences of Yamaguchi City's traditional culture.It consists of
three buildings: the “Learning Hall,” utilizing a Meiiji-era sake brewery: the “Crafts Hall.” where you can
experience artisan techniques: and the “Elegance Hall.” recreating a historic folk house. The facility

also hosts firefly conservation breeding activities and cultural events. Why not come and experience a

place where you can connect with Yamaguchi's traditions?
S —

Ouchi
Lacquerware
Experience

Event Shop Tourist Firefly
Information Information Breeding

Costume Experience

Why not take a deeper dive into the world of Kyogen,
Japan’s traditional performing art? Let’s hear about
the magnificent costumes worn by Kyogen performers
on stage and the expressive masks they wear.

If you could feel the texture and weight of those
costumes up close, or see the intricate craftsmanship
of the masks firsthand, might you begin to imagine
what it feels like for the performers to take the
stage?

Why not immerse yourself in the role of a kyogen
performer and experience its profound depth and
aesthetic sensibility with all five senses?

ogen Experience (Vocal Techniques, Moveme

Why not delve deeper into the profound world of

Kyogen?Under the guidance of Kyogen performers, you
can experience firsthand the unigue vocal techniques and
fundamental movements of Kyogen.What discoveries will
you make as you enjoy learning the basics of Kyogen

such as “Utai” (singing from the depths of your belly), how
to move your body on stage, and how to use a fan? By
vocalizing and moving your body, you'll surely feel the
humor, rhythm, and sheer joy of performing that kyogen
possesses.

If you could fully immerse yourself in the role of a kyogen
performer, experience Japan's traditional performing arts,
and savor new discoveries and profound emotions,

wouldn’t that surely become a wonderful experience
deeply etched in your heart? 10

In 1551, Mori Takamoto rebuilt the temple at its present location as
the ancestral temple for Ouchi Yoshitaka. The main hall is a
relocated structure from the Shaka-do Hall of Koryu-ji Temple,
built during the Muromachi period. It retains its elegant

ppearance with an irimoya-style roof covered in cypress bark
shingles and is designated a National Important Cultural Property.

The museum within the grounds displays valuable paintings and
images associated with the Ouchi clan. What lies atop the roof? Be
sure to check it out for yourself on site.The beautiful pond-and-
stream garden, conveying the elegance of Ouchi culture to this day,
was created against the backdrop of Muromachi-period Zen culture.
Skillfully incorporating natural scenery as both a dry landscape
garden and a strolling pond-and-stream garden, it evokes a sense
of tranauility and aesthetic beauty in visitors.

Dinner at Italian Restaurant Be Che e

Italian Restaurant Be'chee*

This is a truly charming space where nostalgic Japanese
traditional houses blend with art. Italian Restaurant
BECHE!? is an Italian restaurant run by husband and wife
team Roberto, an Italian artist, and Chef Tae Kokawa, who
trained in authentic Italian cuisine in Italy. Why did they
move here and open a restaurant? Be sure to ask them

about it at this beloved local spot.

Yuda Onsen is a renowned hot spring whose name originates from
fields where water naturally bubbled up. Abundant colorless,
transparent alkaline simple springs flow here, supporting over 30
inns and making it the premier hot spring resort in the Sanyo
region. The place name was first recorded in 1200, giving it over
810 vears of history. Legends of its discovery include the “White
Fox Hot Spring” tale, where a white fox guided people to heal
wounds, and another story where Ouchi Yoshihiro found the spring
following an old monk's guidance. It has long been known for its
highly medicinal properties.Why not soak in the hot spring and
slowly reflect on today's experiences?

Your First Kyogen Experience

For those seeing kyogen for the first time, or those who want to enjoy it more,

here’s what you need to know for a great viewing experience
—from the performers’ perspective.

(1) Understanding the Characters.

Various characters appear in kydgen.Frequently seen are the master
(daimyo) and his retainer Tarokanja. Tarokanja disobeys his master’s
orders, gets into mischief, makes mistakes, and sometimes even
helps his master—he possesses many personalities. Moreover, his
character changes depending on the actor playing him. Married
couple roles also vary, but many plays highlight the wife’s (female
character’s) strength. Non-human beings appear too, ranging from
supernatural beings like demons and gods to animals such as
monkeys, foxes, and dogs, even down to mosquito spirits. Feel the
humanity within the characters of Kyogen.
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(2) Learn the stories and find your favorite plays
Kyogen plays fall into several story categories. (4) Try laughing out loud without worrying
These i f i iti i h D

ese include pl?ys t?aturlng demes.or with celebr'atory tAemes' about those around you.
plays where a daimyo is the protagonist, plays starring Taro Kanja, . o .

. . : We sometimes hear comments like, “I don’t know how to watch
plays about married couples or sons-in-law, plays featuring demons
or non-human beings, and plays featuring monks or those who have
renounced the world.

Try finding the stories you like best.

traditional performing arts.”

First, just watch without overthinking it.You might find the
language difficult or the movements hard to follow.At
preservation society performances, we try to explain the program

at the beginning whenever possible.We aim to remove barriers like
(3) Learn about the costumes of Kyogen. difficulty or unfamiliarity.Some people find it enjoyable and
Kyogen features various costumes depending on the role. interesting even on their first viewing.We hope those individuals
Understanding these costumes changes how you perceive the will discover its charm even more deeply.
performance.

(5) If you don’t understand something,

ask someone.
As adults, we often hesitate to ask questions, but asking
someone who knows is the quickest way to learn.In recent years,
elementary schools have offered more opportunities for
experiential performances. [ believe children’s pure eyes perceive
kyogen as both challenging and enjoyable.Our role isn't to
perform specifically for children; it's to convey the art equally to
adults and children alike.Please don't hesitate to join beginner-
friendly workshops or experiential events.

*Water Robe (Mizugoromo)
-Checkered Noshime Pattern
(Koshi noshime)
-Half-Hakama with Tied Legs
(Hanbakama kukuri hakama)
+Headband (Tokin)

-Bell Pendant (Suzukake)
‘Waist Sash (Koshiobi)
-Small Knife (Chisagatana)

YAMABUSI's
attire

Kybgen Picture Scroll “Kaki Yamabushi® (Collection of Yamaguchi City History and Folklore Museum)
Kybgen Picture Scroll “Thunder of the Gods” (Collection of Yamasuchi City Museum of History and Folklore)
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"Hiroshima kagura didn’t develop in isolation. It needed stable villages, shrines, and patrons. Sites like
Mibu Castle were the political backbone that allowed these communities—and their ritual arts—to continue
for centuries.”
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