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about the lifestyle, culture and industries
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of that era. Explore the village in a horse-
drawn trolley in the summer or on a
horse-drawn sled in winter. You can also

try traditional toy-making. Tradition
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Wash your hands.

Put your bags here.

We'll make three pieces of Japanese sweets.
We'll be finishing in 90 minutes.

We'll make cherry blossom, a (plum flower/chrysanthemum), and a leaf.

Let me show you first.

We use white kidney beans, adzuki beans, sugar and food colorings.

All the ingredients are produced in Hokkaido.

02»

My father started the shop 70 years ago. | took over the business

from him.

We make various seasonal sweets.

Our number one seller is karinto manju.
This is our red-crowned crane cake.
Red-crowned cranes fly to this town.

I love drinking Japanese sake.

03>

Mold [ Spatula

Press gently and firmly.

Turn it upside down.

Eat one here and take the rest with you.
No food preservatives are added.

It keeps for 5 days in the fridge.

Eat it today while its's fresh.

Pay in cash, please.

Let’s make matcha tea.

Move the whisk like this.

Turn the cup twice clockwise.

Make a slurping sound when you finish drinking the tea.
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Goryokaku Tour

The observation deck at the top of the 100m-tall Goryokaku Tower offers unobstructed views
of the surrounding area, unfettered by the tall buildings one would typically expect to see in a
city. Look down, and the eye is drawn to the sharp angles of the star-shaped Goryokaku below.

Inside this fortress stands a traditional Japanese building surrounded by stone walls and moats.
This is a reconstruction of the magistrate’s office built in the mid-19th century. It played an
important role during a turbulent period in Hakodate’s history, but was demolished just seven
years after its construction. 140 years later, it was rebuilt after continued appeals from the
people of the city, who had lamented the loss of this historic building.

Its story dates back to the time when Hakodate first became a port for international trade. In
1854, the ruling shogunate succumbed to pressure from the United States and ended 260 years
of isolation, opening ports at Shimoda and Hakodate to foreign ships. When these foreign ships
arrived in Hakodate Port, their appearance is said to have caused considerable commotion
among the locals, many of whom were seeing people and ships from outside of Japan for the
first time. A magistrate's office was set up near Hakodate Port in order to deal with these ships
from abroad and ensure the area’s security. However, the number of ships arriving continued to
increase and fears grew that having the office so close to the port left it defenseless against
bombardment.

It was therefore decided to move the magistrate's office away from the sea and Goryokaku
was built, based on the design of a French star-shaped citadel. During this period, the shogunate
was sending students to Europe in order to promote Western technology and was working to
adopt Western-style architecture and shipbuilding. This shift towards Western-style designs
resulted in the creation of Goryokaku.

During the period of the fortress’s construction, Japan was desperate to emulate the military
power of Western countries. Many countries in Asia had been colonized by Western powers, and
even China, a regional superpower, had been left weakened by its defeat to the United Kingdom
in the First Opium War. In response to this sense of impending crisis, the shogunate established a
modern military and asked Napoleon Ill of France to send a number of French officers to provide
instruction. As soon as these officers arrived in Tokyo, they began training the army's samurai in
the use of Western artillery and military tactics.

Six months after training began, 1868 saw major political upheaval as the shogunate fell and a
new government was formed in the Meiji Restoration. Army training by French officers in Tokyo
was immediately halted and Goryokaku, which had been completed only a few years previously,
was handed over to the Meiji government. Dissatisfied with this sudden change of rule, the
samurai of the former shogunate began to defy orders and fight back. However, they suffered
one defeat after another and were driven out of Kyoto, Kanto and Tohoku. Finally, they gathered
in Hokkaido and occupied Goryokaku.

Among their number was French military officer Jules Brunet, who had felt a sense of duty to
support his former students in their fight against the Meiji government and renounced his status
as a French soldier, despite desertion being punishable by death. Brunet’s story served as the
inspiration for fictional US Army Captain Nathan Algren, played by Tom Cruise in the American
movie The Last Samurai.

The Meiji government did not pursue the rebellion during the winter, and the samurai of the
former shogunate who had gathered in Goryokaku declared the establishment of their own
government. However, as the snow thawed the following year, the Meiji government sent troops
to attack, outnumbering the samurai three-to-one. They carried guns purchased from the United
States, which was in the aftermath of its own civil war. The Battle of Hakodate, the last civil war
in Japan, lasted just one week as the Meiji government emerged victorious. Although many years
have passed, the star-shaped Goryokaku still stands today as a monument to this turbulent
period of history.
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(1) JbBERROAST Historical Village of Hokkaido

About Hokkaido Things to Do

Gt «Dap  HOKKAIDO

Plan Your Trip Library

Home » What to do? : Tradition / Cuisine / City&Art » Historical Village of Hokkaido

Historical Village of Hokkaido

An open-air museum about life in Hokkaido’s frontier era

The Historical Village of Hokkaido (Kaitaku no Mura) features a collection of
restored buildings from Hokkaido's frontier era in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. City streets and farm, fishing and mountain villages have been re-
created to teach you about the lifestyle, culture and industries of that era.
Explore the village in a horse-drawn trolley in the summer or on a horse-drawn
sled in winter. You can also try traditional toy-making.

Historical Village of Hokkaido '

50-1 Atsubetsucho, Atsubetsu Ward,  pirections
P sapporo, Hokkaido 004-0006
s|

4.3 %KkkHF 1,841 reviews

%)
<

Hokk
Q@ miamm @ san

D¢ View larger map H‘okkmdo‘ Mi
bt .

Historical Village
of Hokkaido
Shinsapporc Historical town with.

ATSUBETSU
WARD
ERX

263

@Sapporo Science Center Google

38

Fee

Adult (ages 19 and up): ¥800 High school (ages 16-18) /\
& university student: ¥600 Child (ages 15 and under):
Free of charge

Regular holiday
Contact for details of holidays.

Business period

Apr 1-30: 9:00-16:30.

May 1-Sep 30: 9:00-17:00.

Oct 1-Mar 31: 9:00-16:30 Last admission 30 minutes
before closing

Temporary opening on Feb 8, 2021.

Web Site
http://www kaitaku.or.jp/en/en.htm [JP.EN.CS CT.KO]

Et

Nopporo
Forest Park
FRAH A

+

Map data ©2020 Terms of Use ~ Report a map error
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