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>3<7>7:— B | Hokkaido (Japan) Backcountry Ski
FYIEE | survey 2024

Thank you so much for visiting our survey about your experiences of skiing the
backcountry here in Hokkaido, Japan.

This survey is for skiers who have skied the backcountry (lift- and non-lift-accessed) in
Hokkaido at least once in the past seven years (2017/2018 northern-hemisphere winter or
later).

The survey takes most people no longer than 15 minutes to complete. In exchange for your
participation, we'll send you a USS5 Amazon gift voucher (first 200 respondents only). In
addition, we'll enter you into the draw for an Earth Hopper Standard pass worth 49,800yen
(US5330), giving you up to 14 days skiing at resorts around Japan (more details about
Earth Hopper here).

If you'd like to get started, please hit the 'NEXT' button.
Fine-print:

e This survey is part of a larger project to make the Hokkaido backcountry
safer, commissioned by the Hokkaido District Transport Bureau.

« |f at any stage you would like to discontinue taking part in the survey, please close
your browser.

= The survey collects no identifying information other than your email address (used
only for gift-card issuing and draw-entering).

= The Earth Hopper draw and Amazon gift voucher issuing: End of November, 2024

If you have any questions about this survey in English, please contact the survey
administrator Pioneerwork at hokkaidobcinfo@googlegroups.com

Anonymized data from this survey will be used in reports to be published on the Hokkaido
District Transport Bureau's website here.
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3 Tips -
.
“.to Enjoy the
Hokkaido

5
:
:

Backcountry

© USEFUL TOOLS FOR BACKCOUNTRY SKIING

EX—ECml} /&R

Tip1

Keeping safe in the Hokkaido backcountry

A Know The Risks

Things to do before you enter the Hokkaoido
st backcountry

disappear within a few minutes. Therefo

that at least two people in your party hay

analog compass is also effective.

Daylight hours

S " What to do in the Hokkoido bockcountry

shortens the useful daylight hours even
pm, meaning there are three more hours When in the Hokkaido backcountry, always observe your surroundings. Where are you on the mountain? Are snow conditions

Itis very important to carry the necessary
X g changing? How is your physical condition? Are you safe?

Popular Routes on the day. It is important to fully underst]

equipment required for general backcoun

On the popular backcountry routes arour
of the positional refationship with other

Know The Mountain

Terrain Traps

Gullies are a common feature in Hokkaid]

slopes where you cannot see very far ah Get up-to-date information for the full picture

ML Yotei, there have been many fatal avs

terraln afiéad of you whien déscénding During your backcountry tour, it's important to constantly update your expectations based on what you see as well as information you gathered prior to

the tour. If you can see the mountain during your approach or from the trailhead, observe the mountain carefully. You can get a lot of information, such

Visibility and Storms as whether there is fresh snow on the trees, whether there is snow blown by the wind, and whether there are traces of fresh avalanches. Also, check

any new snowfall at the trailhead, and compare this with the last forecast you saw. Do match your Are onthe
It snows a lot in Hokkaido. It's not uncor
ground different to the forecast? Conditions vary depending on the altitude and slope direction even on the same mountain. It is important to consider
you need to plan your backcountry tour

hazards on a large spatial scale, taking into account temperature, wind, snowfall, solar radiation, visibility, etc.

Understand avalanche terrain and use i pr

Avalanche terrain includes trigger points, avalanche paths, and avalanche extents. All these areas are areas where backcountry travelers are exposed to
avalanche risk. When traveling in the backcountry, it is Important to reduce exposure to avalanche terrain. When traveling in areas with higher exposure
1o avalanche terrain, minimize the number of people in your party in such areas at one time, and minimize your time in high-exposure areas. Also be

aware of conditions above and below where you are.

Avalanche-prone areas

Avalanches are more likely to occur where terrain and slopes change abruptly, or beneath cornices. They tend to occur primarily on slopes with angles

between 30 to 45 degrees. While pre-tour of overall y is important, it is crucial to pay attention to more isolated

features when actually on the ground in the backcountry.

Terrain Traps

Terrain traps are areas with geographical features that increase the hazards involved with even relatively small avalanches. These include deep valleys,

funnel-shaped gullies, open slopes, and obstacles such as trees or rocks.
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Mount Yotei map@®
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Furanodake map®
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Niseko (Goshiki)
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Kiroro (Gondola Top) map®
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NisekoArea  mop©®

The Niseko Range is close to the coast, so it receives snowfall almost every day during the season. Mt. Annupuri is accessible by lifts
and welcomes many skiers, and there are many routes in the surrounding mountains. In the ski area of Mt. Annupuri, the area where you
can enter the backcountry area is controlled by gates. Please read the Niseko Avalanche Information carefully and follow the instructions
of the patrol when deciding whether to use the backcountry area.

Goshiki Onsen, west of Niseko Annupuri, is a popular trailhead for the Niseko backcountry. There is a snowplowed parking lot in the area
- make sure o use this rather than park on the road, as this gets in the way of snow-clearing work. Also, the parking lot at Goshiki Onsen
is a space reserved for hot spring guests, so please do not park there. Parking space is also limited at the trailhead to Nitonupuri, so
please be considerate not to get In the way of snow removal or traffic.

M. Yotel Is accessible from all directions and Is the mountain visited by the most backcountry skiers in Hokkaido, but there are many
avalanche terrains such as streams, and avalanche accidents occur frequently. Parking space is also limited on Mt. Yotei. Itis also
necessary to reduce the number of cars parked at the end of the road or on the side of the road by carpooling or using taxis so as not to
interfere with the lives of local residents.

In the 2024-2025 season, webcams have been installed at the Goshiki Onsen trailhead and the Makkari trailhead of Mt. Yotei. Please use
them to check the weather and snow conditions before entering the mountains.
See the webcams here >>>

Furano SkiArea  mop®

Furano ski resort boasts high quality "Bonchi Powder” (iiterally “Basin Powder"). The Kitanomine Gondola and ropeway ski lft provide
access to great skiing.

When accessing the backcountry, please exit through the gates at the top of each slope. The slopes note that on the west side of the
ridge, opposite the ski resort, may look attractive, but it is difficult to retur to the slopes once you have descended. Once you reach the
bottom of the slope, you will find yourself in a difficult situation, as there are long forest roads that have not been plowed and moblle
phones do not work. In some places, there are many steep slopes and small streams, so there are many accidents due to slipping and
falling, so please be careful.

YoichiArea mop®

This area is also close to the coast and receives a lot of snowfall. Kiroro Ski Resort is located on the west side of Mt. Asari. From Kiroro
Ski Resort, there are many options, such as the 1107m peak and Mt. Yoichi. The terrain , however, is complex and there are many
streams, 50 it can be difficult to cross the streams early In the season. Careful route planning is required. If you are accessing the
backcountry area from Kiroro Ski Resort, please use the gate at the top of the ski area. Some people park their cars in the parking lot of
Kiroro Ski Resort and use the forest road to enter the backcountry, but this parking lot s for Kiroro Ski Resort users, so please do not
cause any trouble to the ski resort

A webcam will be installed at the top of the Kiroro gondola in the 2024-2025 season. Please use it to check the weather and snow
conditions.
See the webcams here >>>

Furono-doke/Tokachi-doke Area mop@ ©

Mt. Furano is a popular y due to the cold . quality snow, and large slopes. If you descend too far on
the way back, it will be difficult to return to the trailhead, so be sure to navigate carefully. There is a parking space at the junction of roads
heading to Tokachidake Onsen and Fukiage Onsen (here>>>) , but the space is limited. Overflow parking obstructs traffic and snow-
clearing operations, so be open to changing plans if parking space is not available

There Is a large parking space In front of Hakuginso, but t s for hot spring users. Climbers should use the space on the north side, away
from Hakuginso (see this image >>>) . After descending the mountain, enjoy the large open-air bath and sauna at Shiroganeso. You can
choose to go to Sandanyama if visibility is poor, or to Tokachidake if the weather is good. The route up Tokachi-dake very soon goes
beyond the tree-line. Exercise extreme caution when visibility is poor. Snow s often thin, o beware of rocks and fall hazards while skiing
Webcams have been installed at both trailheads in the 2024-25 season. Please use them to the weather, and the snow conditions

See the webcams here >>>

MMEFBHRYA DU D

WEATHER INFD

windy

Itis an excellent tool for visualizing weather forecasts. You can check the weather,
temperature, snowfall, precipitation, wind speed and direction forecast for any location supercomputers
You can also select MSM, which uses data from the Japan Meteorological Agency, for
the forecast model, and the accuracy is Skm mesh, allowing for more detalled

forecasts. progression of blue skies.

This Is a Japanese site that provides high-resolution weather forecasts predicted by

e
Powder Search

This is a very useful site for backcountry skiers, collecting data from AMeDAS and

=
Scw

observation equipment from all over the country in an easy-to-ead format. You can
view data from 176 lacations in Hokkaido. With AMeDAS data, you can check hourly
temperature, precipitation, wind direction and speed, sunshine hours, snowfall, and

snowfall amount, and the powder ranking function ranks snowfall amounts over 6, 12,

Itis particularly good at determining cloud cover, the movement of snow clouds, and the

24, and 48 hours, allowing you 1o check where it snowed the most. By looking at the
sunshine hours, you can also predict changes in snowfall on south-facing slopes. Itis

only avallable In Japanese, but you can check each location using Google Transiate.

POWDERSEARCH.JP

SUPE| EATHER.COM

ZRREHwRDOY > D

AVALANCHE INFD

Niseko Avalanche Information

This is original information linked to Niseko rules and ski resort gate openings. It is

updated every morning, so if you're skiing in the Niseko area, be sure to check it out.

NISEKO.NADARE.INFO

A., Japan Avalanche Network

Japan Avalanche Network

This site provides avalanche bulletin in international standard format for five mountain
regions in Japan. In Hokkaido, avalanche bulletin for the Shiribeshi area (Niseko, Yotei,

Mt. Shiribetsu, Mt. Yoichi) is released every morning.

NADARE.JP
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USEFUL INFO

Geographica

Map app “Geographica”is a free map app. When you select the layer called Avalanche
Slope Type B, it is color-coded as 25-30 degrees (yellow), 30-35 degrees (orange), 35-45
degrees (red), 45-54 degrees (brown), and 55 degrees or more (gray), which is very

useful for understanding avalanche terrain.

GEOGRAPHICA.BIZ

HokkaidoWilds.org

This site, run by Sapporo resident Robert Thomson and his friends, introduces outdoor
activities in Hokkaido. It introduces many backcountry ski routes and provides

information on things to be careful of and how to enjoy the area more safely.

HOKKAIDOWILDS.ORG

Elmigti U1 U D

O TOZAN-TODDKE

the Mountain Safety Network Council in cooperation with
prefectural police. Registration can be done in English, Korean,
and Chinese. By inputting the entrance, route, destination, etc., it
will be a great help in finding you even if you get lost in places

where there is no mobile phone reception.

www.mt-compass.com »

This is an online mountaineering registration system operated by

oUBMIT A BACKCOUNTRY PLAN

Creating and submitting a mountain climbing plan is the first step in preventing accidents. Make a plan that is appropriate for your and

your companions’ physical strength and skills. Submit the plan to the police station as well as to your family and workplace.

© HOKKAIDD POLICE

This is the Hokkaido Police mountaineering registration website.

Only available in Japanese.

www.police.pref.hokkaido.lg.jp/consult/yama-

mail/tozan_mail.html
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