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Optional
Experiences

Description

Master’s tea
ceremony and
Salmon ritual

(Tea)

This is a uniquely local tea ceremony (different than sado, with tea leaves) and is given by the
owner of the historial salmon shop himself (Kikkawa(sp)?).

[t’s personal, private and thoughtfully arranged in a room overlooking his family’s exquisite
garden.

The craft items used are also regionally made, precious, belonging to his ancestors.

He prepares everything himself and is delightful and enthusiastic about local culture.

There are surprises and stories during the ceremony that may best left as that.

Examples of surprises: to be served just a few drops of tea, the flavor is wonderfully complex and
rich, changing with each delicate and ’tiny” serving. He makes very creative bite sized traditional
sweets himself but with a modern twist. Lastly, we eat the leaves! All beautifully presented.

You truly feel his genuuine pride and how special the moment is.

(Salmon)

You are taken to a private traditional Japanese room, beautifully decorated for guests. A formal
presentation, but in a way to show the guests that they are special. Seated in the place of honor
with beautiful craft tableware the master started the cutting ceremony with an assistant, showing
the knives, subtle praying and careful cutting of the salmon. It is quiet but visually dramatic and
people can take pictures. You are served two types of fermented salmon, intense taste, very and
interesting flavors. Accompanied by his wife who prepares specialty tea pairings almost like wine.
The whole set up is beautifully done. This is another experience where I think the description
should be a bit of a teaser not to give away too much beforehand.

Ikebana
Experience at
Saito Villa
NOT Ready for
selling now

[ believe this is lead by the Kimono Association / Volunteer Guides with a local well-known flower
artist as the expert.

It is a performance of the artist putting together a modern arrangement in the style of her
traditional school of Ikebana (school name?).

The association explains the process and guests are free to direct questions to the artist during
the 'performance’ and after the arrangement is complete. Guests can then enjoy and take pictures
of the work.

The setting in front of the garden is quite special.

Question: We should check to make sure that they will keep it in that space, and if it is truly
private (meaning, not having other guests walking around)?

Visit Gardener’s
house at
Northern
Culture

Museum

A truly unique experience going ’behind the scenes’ with a gardener of a historic garden and site.
This is another one where parts of the experience should be left as a surprise.

[ also wonder —— what it would be like in the summer?

When we went the shack doors were opened dramatically with a wood—burning stove in the center
blazing away with a welcoming smile from behind it (see photo).

We gathered around the fire, shared and poured our own tea and spoke to this passionate
gardener about his life and his work.

Many of his thoughts could be applied to life outside of gardens.

He’s rough around the edges in the best way.

Committed, humble and friendly. A real slice of life of someone who maintains such a special place.
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(13A28) Garden Tour (1 Night)

DAY 1

+13:00 - Arrive in Niigata

+14:00 - Visit the Saito Historic Villa & Garden

+15:30 - Transfer to Tsukioka Onsen area (1 hour)

+16:30 - Check in at Kahou: Koshinosato Annex Ryokan in Tsukiok
+18:00 - Enjoy a dinner of ‘kaiseki’ at the ryokan

DAY 2

+08:00 - Enjoy breakfast at the ryokan

*09:30 - Explore the famous Shimizu-en Garden

+10:30 - Transfer to lkarashitei Garden (30 minutes)

*11:00 - Explore lkarashitei Garden

+12:00 - Enjoy lunch at lkarashitei’s Garden Restaurant

+13:30 - Transfer to the Northern Culture Museum (30 minutes)
*14:00 - Explore the Northern Culture Museum and visit the private workshop of a local
master gardener

+16:00 - Transfer to Niigata Train Station (30 minutes)

+17:00 - Board a train to the next destination

Garden and Local Customs Tour (2 Nights)

DAY 1

+13:00 - Arrive in Niigata

+14:00 - Visit the Saito Historic Villa & Garden

+15:30 - Transfer to Tsukioka Onsen area (1 hour)

(2;83H)

Local Customs Tour (2 Nights)

+16:30 - Check in at Kahou: Koshinosato Annex Ryokan in Tsukiok] &«
+18:00 - Enjoy a dinner of ‘kaiseki’ at the ryokan

DAY 2

+08:00 - Enjoy breakfast at the ryokan

*09:00 - Transfer to Murakami area (1 hour)

+10:00 - Witness a private tea ceremony and salmon cutting ritual
at the Kikkawa Salmon Shop

+12:00 - Enjoy a traditional salmon lunch at Izutsuya Restaurant
+13:30 - Explore the Murakami townscape

*14:30 - Visit Choraku-ji Temple and Garden

+15:30 - Return to accommodation in Tsukioka Onsen area (1 hour
+18:00 - Enjoy dinner at the ryokan

DAY 3

+08:00 - Enjoy breakfast at the ryokan

*09:30 - Explore the famous Shimizu-en Garden

+10:30 - Transfer to lkarashitei Garden (30 minutes)

+11:00 - Explore Ikarashitei Garden

+12:00 - Enjoy lunch at Ikarashitei’'s Garden Restaurant

+13:30 - Transfer to the Northern Culture Museum (30 minutes)

+14:00 - Explore the Northern Culture Museum and visit the private workshop of a local
master gardener
+16:00 - Transfer to Niigata Train Station (30 minutes)
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