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Among these the Edo Shogun roads, the Tokaido was one of the
Five roads established in the Edo period, linking Edo’s Nihonbashi
and Sanj i in Kyoto over a about 495 kil
(about 307 miles). Along this road, 53 shukuba were established,
and it functioned as a major transportation route along the Pacific
coast of Honshu, connecting Edo and Kyoto. After Tokugawa leyasu
moved his base to Edo in 1590, the denma-sei (official horse and
porter system) was put in place in 1601, and a system of post towns
and relays of horses and porters was developed. This created a
framework that supported official travel and the transport of goods.
" addition, ichirizuka (earthen mounds built along the road as
stance markers) were placed at intervals of one i, about 3.9
b lometers (about 2.4 miles), allowing travelers to measure their
progress and understand the distance as they moved along the
r0ad. The Tokaido ran through what are now Tokyo and Kanagawa
Prefecture, then crossed the Tokai region, including Shizuoka and
Aichi, and passed through Mie and Shiga on its way to Kyoto.
Between Miya-juku and Kuwana-juku, there was a sea route known
as "Shichiri no Watashi,” which supplemented transportation in the
area where the three great rivers—Kiso, Nagara, and Ibi—flow into
the sea

Within present-day Kanagawa Prefecture, nine post towns were
located between Kawasaki-juku and Hakone-juku, making this
stretch an especially important transportation corridor. Travelers
could enjoy coastal views as they moved along, and west of
Odawara the road entered the rugged terrain of the Hakone
mountains. Hakone Toge (Hakone Pass) was known as one of the
main obstacles on the Tokaido, with a sekisho that strictly
controlled traffic, and many travel accounts from the time describe
Geahg this pass. The experience of traveling along the Tokaido
became widely known through cultural works including Utagawa
Hwoshlge 's woodblock print series The Fifty-Three Stations of the
Tokaido and Jippensha Ikku's comic travel novel Tokaidochu
Hizakurige. Even today, the route of the old Tokaido has been
inherited by National Route 1, the Tokaido Main Line railway, and
the Tokaido Shinkansen, continuing to function as a major
transportation axis linking eastern and western Japan.
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