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Sustainable Travel: Kinosaki, Toyooka city

~Journey to discover the stories of the storks~

From Kyoto

Our Sto 'Y Thoughts of the Land /25 hours by train
e From Osaka

v 2 hours 40Aminutes by train
Toyooka City’s goal is to be a "Local & Global City" by deriving cfout S0 ke by iplara
its identity from local values and making the most of regional resources Torooks Gty
such as local culture, the unique environment, and human BE D
connections: Those who have worked tirelessly to reintroduce storks to O\ v
the skies of Japan. ) SO o
Those who are dedicated to spreading new farming methods
that nurture living creatures. 4 =
Those who restored Izushi Eirakukan, the oldest Kabuki : '
playhouse in the region, and made Kabuki a symbol of the town. Hyf;%ref'

Those who built a school with a dream to transform Japan’s
largest bag industry into the world's best.
Through its people, Toyooka continues to challenge itself in an ever- ; A
changing world while remaining true to its roots. 2 i
Toyooka City was selected as one of the top 100 sustainable tourism
destinations in the world in 2021. We invite you to discover this city's
sustainable nature, townscape, and culture, alongside the locals who
will tell you their stories.

EidE  EFE

Hidaka

a=
[w] _- [w]-r Download Toyooka special brochure here.
About Toyooka VISIT KINOSAKI

13

Takeno Tanto
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E N —Journey to discover the stories of the storks— Olll‘ T0y00ka EXpl'el‘ience

The Maruyama River
The water here was blessed with abundant wetlands.

Abundant wetlands that were once equally abundant with Criental White Storks. After World War ll, agricultural development took precedence over protecting
the environment, and the storks disappeared from the skies of Japan.

There is an ecosystemrich in life throughout the Maruyama River. } . : ;
The natural environment, Toyooka's culture, industry, human'’s views and lives have been shaped by this diverse community of living beings. Sustainable City Toyooka Taurimage [Movie] Totkjmage [

The manifestation of “en” has blessed bath humanity and the storks, and gives birth to new ideas for the future.
We invite you to visit Toyooka and find yourself in the city of storks.

00 Base Plan Eexperience Storks with FEN]
- Stroll through the town to meet wild storks with a private guide.

-Viewing storks in a restricted area.
-Stroll around and stay overnight in a charming hot spring town.

01 Nature Experience Natural environment where storks thrive

‘Lava trekking on the 25,000-year-old Kannabe lava flow.
-The luxury of simply enjoying the spring water of Kannabe and the local ingredients.
-Forest bathing to enjoy special scenery and untouched.

s

|||I"’ 02 Cultural Experien C€ The history and traditions intertwined with storks

-Morning Meditation / Private zazen+tea ceremony+sermon at a Zen temple in Izushi.
-1zushi Town walking / Tracing the culture and history of Izushi castle town.
-Enjoy the oldest theater in the Kinki region, "Eirakukan," in complete privacy.

-Stroll along Bag Street with artisans to discover the history of Toyooka Kaban and local i i
-Explore the San'in Kaigan Geopark-certified plateau with EV mobility: Harvesting experie gle-flglelVlele i
*Interact with local farmers and enjoy the blessings of Kannabe at a forest restuarant.
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MDVoyageurs du monde
(55, rue Sainte-Anne - 75002 Paris France)

@Destination Japon(11 rue Villedo 75001 PARIS France)

@Japan specialist

(22 Rue Dieumegard,93400 Saint Ouen FRANCE)

@Japan Travel Centre

(48 rue Sainte-Anne 75002 Paris France)
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Correction: [News Letter] Premium Stay in Toyooka, a Destination Rich in
Nature Where People Coexist with Storks, an Endangered Species.
2Dy -

Attractive Japan <atfractive-j@chibra.co.jp> 2023F1H18H 14:33
{8 %: attractive-j@chibra.co.jp
To: ys1003tkmge@gmail.com
COA—MRFAMREE LTEBRENELE.
| am sorry for this inconvenience. Please allow me to correct the previous email. [ have found 2
typo.

We are pleased lo intreduce our new plan in Toyooka City, Hyogo Prefecture.

Premium Stay in Toyooka, a Destination Rich in Nature Where People Coexist with Storks, an
Endangered Species:

v Selected as one of the Top 100 Green Destinations 2021

v as a Ramsar Ci ion Wetland

v 2stars in the Michelin Green Guide

v Waorld Wetland NGO Network: Winner of the WWN Wetland Globe Blue Globe Award (Best Practice)

vPlan ln!rodudmn Web.‘»le
http: | { inable-journey/

¥Plan Introduction Video
hitps:/iwww.youtube.comiwaltch?v=BUfIP1168Qg

¥ Toyooka City Introduction Video

hitps:/iwww. youtube comiwaltch?v=WWx0it7UvxQ
A SUSTAINABLE

JOURNEY

IN TOYOOKA

Toyooka Hidaka

1zushi Takeno Tanto

00 Base Plan experience Storks with [EN]

~Stroll through the town to meet wild storks with a private guide.
-View storks in an enclosed area.

-Explore and stay overnight in a charming hot spring town.

01 Nature Experience

Experience a natural environment where storks thrive

-Lava trek on the 25,000-year-old Kannabe lava flow.

02 Cultural Experience

History and traditions intertwined with storks

+Morning Meditation / Private zazen+tea ceremony+sermon at a Zen temple in Izushi
~lzushi Town Stroll / Tracing the culture and history of lzushi castle town.

- Tour the oldest theater in the Kinki region, "Eirakukan,” in complete privacy.

63 / Ma9/bIY—UZXLIORIICEF =80T Vst EE 2022-2023

+Have the luxury of simply enjoying the natural spring water of Kannabe and localiy sourced ingredients.

O- ?JJIJHI‘ ==Y~

03 Local Experience

Meat the local community working towards sustainability for the storks

- Siroll along Bag Street with artisans to discover the history of Toyooka Kaban and local livelihoods.
+Explore the San'in Kaigan Geopark-certified plateau with EV mability (harvesting experience included).
«Interact with local farmers and enjoy the ings of ata (nresl

ABOUT TOYOOKA

Toyooka City is located in the northeastern part of Hyogo Prefecture and includes Kinosaki, a famous hot spring
resort. Accessible by train from Osaka and Kyoto in about 2.5 hours or by air in about 30 minutes, Toyooka is part
of the San'in Kaigan Geopark and is blessed with magnificent nature.

Toyooka has received worldwide recognition and acclaim for its longstanding efforts by citizens, businesses, and
government agencies, including aclivilies to restore a sustainable envi such as the of
storks to the wild. This sustainable city is perfect for customers interested in the SDGs and responsible tourism.

Also not to be overlocked is the wonderful food culture. Tajima beef is highly acclaimed by chefs around the
world, and Matsuba crab is considered one of the best. The city also produces rice and vegetables grown without
pesticides and nurtured by storks.

Experience i nature, , and culture everywhere in the city.

mToyooka

Toyooka is the center of Toyooka City, through which the Maruyama River flows. It is one of Japan's leading bag
production centers and is taking on the challenge of making environmentally friendly products such as bags made
from recycled fishing nets.

mKinosaki
With a history of over 1,300 years, Kinosaki is one of Japan's leading traditional hot spring resoris. People gather
here to stroll around in yukata (light cotton kimono).

wHidaka/Kannabe
Kannabe Kogen, a UNESCO World Geopark, attracts many tourists every year who come o enjoy the powder
snow in winter and trekking in the green season.

wlzushi
Izushi is a castle town called Tajima's "Little Kyoto™. The old townscape from the Edo period still remains.

nTakeno
Takeno has beautiful beaches and clear waters where marine sports can be enjoyed.

Contact form:
hitps:/ivisitkinosaki.com/travel-professionals/contact/

Aftractive Japan
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Our Toyooka Responsible Tours Featured by Japan Travel & Zenbird !

Japan < i o jp>
iB{E%: attractive-j@chibra.co.jp
To: h.komagome@chibra.co.jp

Dear travel agents,

We are proud to announce that our tours emphasizing the preservation of oriental storks in Toyooka city
(Kinosaki Onsen), “Kannabe Forest Restaurant” & "Hachigoro's Toshima Wetland”, have been featured
in two travel media outlets: Japan Travel and Zenbird. We are extremeley pleased to see the
development of responsible tourism around Japan and hope those unique tours will find a place in your
dients’ itineraries this year.

Regards,
Aftractive Japan Team.

Japan Travel
Toyooka's Next Best Culinary Experience? A Forest Restaurant
An outdoor dining experience like no other inspired by the symbol of the city, the Oriental White stork

At the northern tip of Hyogo Prefecture, and less than a 3-hour scenic ride from central Kansai, you'll
find Toyooka, a city full of charm. Home to the famous Kinosaki Onsen hot springs, Japan's most
thriving bag if; town, exclusive d: and plenty of top-quality seafood, there
are more than a thousand reasons to visit this scenic city. But more recently, Toyooka has also become
home to one of the mast exclusive culinary experiences a foodie can ever dream of — a forest
restaurant. (...)

Continue Here

Zenbird :
Living with storks in Toyooka in Hyogo, attracting tourism

64 / 129 /MIY—UZXLIORIICEF =80T Vst EE 2022-2023

Mot sa lang ago, people and Oriental White Storks coexisted in harmony and peace in Toyaoka,
northern Hyogo Prefecture. A formerly common sight in the wildemness of this beautiful Japanese
countryside, in 1971, the last surviving soul of this rare breed disappeared from the local skies, leaving
asense of loss, questions and many regrets_ Half a century later, the city vows 1o learn from past
lessons and invites travelers to wilness the efforts that have contributed 1o the retum of the storks. (...)

Continue Here

Stork Tourism website and concept movie

The "Stork Tourism™ is a tourism project developed in Toyooka City, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan with the
aim of conserving the ecosystem of Japanese storks and promoting regional development. The
project’s website features information on tourist spots in Toyooka City where storks inhabit, as well as
tours and experience programs with a stork theme.

¥ Plan Intreduction Website

¥ Plan Introduction Video
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Please also check Attractive JAPAN's Facebook.

Contact form:
hitps:/fvi comftravel-p s/contact/

Attractive JAPAN
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Arigato Travel

Au fil du Japon

Audley Travel

BCT-Touristik

Bharad Travel

Discova

East Quest

EGL Tours

Elite Orient Tours

Espace Sélect

Essential Japan Travel

EXO Travel

France Travel Center

65 / T3/ Y= LIORIICAT 8T

H.I.S Europe LTD (No1 Japan Travel)

HIS Australia(Travel Japan)

HIS Italy
Hitotoki

Inside Japan Travel
IntoJapan

Japan Experience (Vivre le Japon)
Japan Holiday Architects
Japan Holidays
Japan Plus Touristik
Japan Private Tour
Japan Quest Journeys

Japanissimo

Vgt 2022-2023

_ yr-0 [/ O-hiAqk E=H-y7-
EiE Py OFHE Bt -

JAPONAL Remote Lands
Journey to the East Route des Voyages
JTB Europe Royal Scenic
Kansai Guide (Takada Travel) Scott Dunn
Kizuna Selective Asia
La Route du Japon - Exotic Voyages SZ-Reisen GmbH
Les Maisons du Voyage Takeda Bauer European Travel
Marco Vasco Tokyo Way
Michi & Co. Valerie Wilson Travel, Inc.
MTJ Votre Japon par H.L.S.
My Japan Travels Yoitabi
Powder Byrne FTEIVERIVIAH

/

BRa TRk STE
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Visit KinosakiD R X412 Z2&AL DD, BifFVisit Kinosaki <STEP1:fthithifi&E D&\ \ - EREXTI - HIHD B\ & IEEE>
SHESE XY =TYEDRRDH b T IRERDED TR
REXDI—TIYNBICENE TEETE

Top F—J4Ta7Ib i
En %10 PIZEDENEIRHIAH ZHRET
-Journey to discover the stories of the storks-

\ll |
«

Our Story MIFEDB\N(TFR N EE)

MNEBREBDBESRZRIET S
AEME [Sustainable Luxury] About ERDsEH EBREBETIS(TFRANBE)

[Sustainable Journey]

) HREIGEN LR <STEP2:WrP—H##iE T LADELTESS>
N5 FpyFIr—/ ERBT—IUR
AT FERAMBIGEWI L—

VISIT KINOSAKI(https://visitkinosaki.com/) Contact BOWEHDET+—L4
i=s27  TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS—>SPECIAL PLAN

MSBIMRITRHAITDWEBR—I DIARIY I TS ELTHRE

https://visitkinosaki.com/travel-

URL professionals/sustainable-journey/
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Tour

> IN TOYOOKA

A SUSTAINABLE-~
JOURNEY
IN TOYOOKA

CF i

“*Maru” Yama Gawa

Know the Storks

The Maruyama River
and “En” in Toyooka

Towards an urban

coexistence with

humans and storks

B
.t

Culeural
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NVAD RN

v BREAIL (Hobbies and activities)
‘Travel(Travel&tourism)
-Ecotourism (travel & tourism)
‘Hotels (lodging)

‘Nature (science)
-Tourism (industry)
-Vacations (social concept)

v 1781 (Facebook page admins)
BRAT - BNEER—D DEEE

—=FUIE7hoobEI9—R7PHADN /355~1,025
U2omo)yo /21~6

EN: A Sustainable Journey in Toyooka
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUfiP1168Qg

Attractive JAPAN(#MR&Etiti 7507« T HRFERR
https://www.facebook.com/attractivejapan
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n Attractive JAPANZ A (BB ICL\F T,
[LEVFERLS: Hiromi Komagome @ - Q@

* Dear Travel Agentk

Today, we would like to introduce our new plan in Toyooka City,
Hyogo Prefecture.

Premium Stay in Toyooka, a Place Rich in Nature Where You Can Live
with Storks, an Endangered Species:

v Selected as one of the Top 100 Green Destinations 2021

v Registered as a Ramsar Convention Wetland

v 2 stars in the Michelin Green Guide

v World Wetland NGO Network: Winner of the WWN Wetland Globe
Blue Globe Award (Best Practice)

¥Plan Introduction Website
https://visitkinosaki.com/travel.../sustainable-journey/
¥Plan Introduction Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUfiP1168Qg
¥Toyooka City Introduction Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWx0it7UvxQ

¥ Media Articles
https://en.japantravel.com/permalink/69584

Toyooka City is located in the northeastern part of Hyogo Prefecture and

includes Kinosaki, a famous hot spring resort. Accessible by train from
Osaka and Kyoto in about 2.5 hours or by air in about 30 minutes,
Toyooka is part of the San'in Kaigan Geopark and is blessed with
magnificent nature.
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Contact form: Attractive Japan
https://a.attractive-j.com/eng-agency-sp/

#kinosakionsen #onsen #toyooka #japanlife #japantrip

rvliilkmDS&k i #japantravel #discoverjapan #japanphoto #visitjapan
BR #iHis #8F) #84 #jntopartner

v~coumr,15|dehfe #travel #japaneseculture #japanesefood #gaijinpottravel

# IS #5@ #1HI5R R #japan #art_of japan #explorejapan #icu_japan

#{8% #8378

#guidedtour #responsible tourism #sustainable journey #372_/ L

#stork

#greenseason #apanexperience #experience #premium #premiumtour

#naturelover #trekking #meditation #lunch #kabuki #zen #soba #artisan

#tuktuk #waterfall #hikingadventures #outdoordining

#kinosaki #onsen #hotspring #sustainable tourism # kansai

~ >x7
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BEatEdLSEET THDAttractive JAPANIZERE.
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A4 7U— | Ally Hongo
Japan Travel Awards Chairperson

INHVPHE . RRAEXFREZEEE.
SAMREIEMR The Mainichi 1> Japan
Today TEiEEBELTEHE. TDOE(E. Savvy
Tokyo &% . Tokyo Weekender F—2
7 IYRR—Iv—EEHEL. 20215(CHR0
ULV IIA T TRI%E. BARNEFRE
B&(FCCHERB. 2001 FLDRRIEE.
FOEA T RS ERZ KT B126HD
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IEBIE, SR, JE-3171>. THIORELBRBELTHED.
FICREBEZAVTRERCRI VI T TEBETROTVSR.

(V=¥ A747]
Japan Travel Award, SNS%
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Alex Bradshaw
GOTOKU Owner and Chief Consultant
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217

{TEIEEER® 108268 (K)

WIFO0—2" 14 LLTRER BRE RIGRRE F55E BH-BF (I\HE)

Y : R <

A15:50 LEERFEOMIBO—TOTAHD. £33 AN IEBICLZHERARIEEOGE. ABOERAOF I OBICHIBEREEINE.  ARBESOh U S 3SREE LA OE
ITEA. HDBHRF RIS — 2. (BAOBEL) TooskgECEN, [V I CTEH.

75 / 139 /MY —UZXLIORIICEF =80T Vst EE 2022-2023



V7D O-hlHAE EoH-YTF— B oA STIiE
BREE &R OFHE &t=F— RUERRAE

5-4.1 HROHBE (1TEHECERC)]

MONITOR TOUR IN TOYOOKA | 2022

28

ATEIERERD 108278 (K)

AR SUNFE AR

AT A MCRENVTIEERNBEVEC YT TR ATEES TROFLLNILEE RSN TED, A 1000m#FOLL 42 (CEFN B ASHRHRER ATIEER THECORE, FalDEER.
BERE R, BEEISATREL THSMHEEILTEA. IWEICESTEEAONZOTLET. ([CRRfE T DiaE MO ET I /% —5E. (COFFEOBROTEIRIDFEIRNET)

§ ¥ B
o
st & §

e, EVECUT 12N TI T\ DiE ) A\ OB EEERUAED SIS fHRDACTED A EFEAOLIFr—OEE, NTTUHPTF A e

S

AHRBZAOTSFAA-MNEET. A0+ £INE
FCTFLW. DATT 12 NTEEE L. V&L, BmROLARIN. U BRETHLY Y= RFLET.

ABXTHI

76 / T2 /b)Y —UZXLIORIICEF =80T Vst EE 2022-2023



V7D O-hlHAE EoH-YTF— B oA STIiE
BREE &R OFHE &t=F— RUERRAE

5-4.1 HROHBE (THECEHO)

MONITOR TOUR IN TOYOOKA | 2022
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Toyooka’s Next Best Culinary
Experience? A Forest Restaurant

An outdoor dining experience like no other inspired by
the symbol of the city, the Oriental White stork

By Alexandra Hongo

Cammurity writer

At the northern tip of Hyogo Prefecture, and less than a 3-hour scenic ride from
central Kansai, you'll find Toyooka, a city full of charm. Home to the famous
Kinosaki Onsen hot springs, Japan's most thriving bag manufacturing town,
exclusive accommodations, and plenty of top-quality seafood, there are more than
a thousand reasons to visit this scenic city. But more recently, Toyooka has also
become home to one of the most exclusive culinary experiences a foodie can ever
dream of — a forest restaurant.

Inspired by the storks

If you arrive in Toyooka through Kounotori Tajima Airport, you'll instantly notice that
there's something special about storks in this city — even the airport bears the name
“konotori,” or “stork” in Japanese. This is not a coincidence. Before modern farming
methods were introduced in Japan, the Toyooka area provided a safe home for the
rare breed. Amid pressure for rapid economic growth and mass production in the
post-war period, however, newly introduced farming practices, overuse of pesticides,
deforestation and overhunting gradually led to a loss of habitat. in 1971, the last
surviving Oriental White Stork vanished from the skies of Toyooka, leaving the locals
with more than a few regrets, and a new mission for the future — restore safe
agricultural practices to reintroduce the stork in the wild.

Thanks to years of communal effort and the introduction of pesticide-free farming

d land: ion, breeding programs, and the establishment of a safe
and clean ecosystem, the storks were reintroduced in Toyooka in 2005. Today, there
are about 300 oriental storks confirmed in the wild in Japan, and many of them can
be seen flying around Toyooka.

The “farming methods that nurture storks,” however, did not only result in the return
of the storks. It also helped introduce abundant pesticide-free local produce, which
the locals and tourists can now enjoy and benefit from. There was also a significant
change in how rice was produced in the area. Rice growing shifted to more organic
production methods, and there were changes to when the paddies were flooded, as
these are the largest food source for the storks. This resulted in the production of
“stork-friendly” rice, or the local signature “konotori-mai” brand.

The recently launched “Forest Restaurant” culinary tour in Toyooka's Kannabe Kogen
(Highland) area aims to introduce the culture, stories and amazing tastes of these
locally-grown and simple but exclusive foods.
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Safe and ecological cuitinein 3 Besutiful setting

The “Forest Restaurant” tour is part of a new tourism concept in Toyooka thataims to
Cemonstrate the three pillars sustsining the city — the natural envircnment where
storks thrive, the history and traditions intertwined with the storks, and the local
community working tovards sustsinability for the storia.

The tour takes you to a small forest just outside the popular cafe-restaurant Agri
Garden, nested amid farms and paddies. The table, upon your arrival, is besutifully
decorsted, the food is served in cute tiny bins, each bearing 2 handwritten tag with an
explanstion of the dish in it. The plates and cutlery are ch-so-gorgeous, perfectly
fitting to a modern-day interpretation of an Alice in Wonderland scene. Thesunis
your only light here, and the breeze is your main companion.

The food makes use of locally-grown organic ingredients that are then cocked in
various styles. Though the menu changes seasonally, upon our recent visit last
autumn, we tasted a3 sweet potato cold soup, bell pepper pickies, maitake tempura,
blueberry panna cotts, “konotor-mai™ rice, and more, in addition to a giant
vegetarian shiitake burger made with charcoal buns. The shiitaie 2re grown in the
same forest where you enjoy your meal and you can even occasionaily buy a pack on
your way home during the fall season.

The tour further offers the chance to go and pick the vegetables yourself, in an BV tuk-
tuk, on 2 drive-through farming experience. You'll aiso have the cpportunity to meet
local farmers, who will guide you through their farms and the stork-inspired methods
of cultivating safe local food. During cur visit, we stopped by two farms and picked
leeks, bell pepper, cherry tomatoes and more. And while every dish on the table truly
stood out, the king vegetable of the day was the leeks. Whether it was their freshress
and juiciness, or the smoke coming from the siow grill under the open siy, I'll never
know, but the possibility of being that impressed by leeks was something that
surprsed me on its owmn.

Being out in the wild, sharing 3 moment of peace in the forest, surrounded by quality
food in every meaning of the world, was a truly special expenience. if you're everin

the ares, don’t miss tryingitout.

GETTING THERE
Getting there
Toyooka City is most conmveniently sccessed by the JR Limited Expeess iGrncsald from

¥yoto Station  or the JR Limited Express Kounctorii that connects Shin-Osaika
-
Staticn ~ with Toyoolka via the Fukuchiyama Line.

For more information on the “Focest Restaurant” experience and other local tours,
see here
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But behind this allure, Toyooka lived through a regretful past: leading to the

extinction of the city’s symbol, the Oriental White Stork. Amid pressure for

rapid economic growth post-World War II, local farmers heavily adopted

agricultural overproduction, pesticide use, deforestation, overhunting, and

other ill agricultural practices that came to light in retrospect. It gradually

FEATURED - REPORT led to habitat loss and, ultimately, the loss of the Oriental White Stork. Not
only did the city’s mo

Living with storks in Toyooka in valid concerns abot
Hyogo, attracting tourism '

st significant symbol vanish, but with its loss also came

armful agricultural practices and their long-lasting
consequences. The locals had learned the hard way that where storks live
safe agriculture thrives

m Ally Hongo (Guest Writer) - 1 day ago
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